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Our Loons - August Update
I never get tired of talking about the
loons of our lake! They certainly get
their share of attention. Almost
celebrity status!
Pleasant Lake is fortunate to have a
wonderfully protected natural nesting
site on the northside of our sole, tiny
island. The loons arrive soon after
ice-out from their winter quarters on
the Atlantic Ocean, about 50 miles
from the east of us. They scout out
the nest and lay 2 eggs by Memorial
Day. About 30 days later, the first
chick hatches with the second chick
normally hatching the next day. Our
first chick hatched June 30th, hence
the name June. Had second egg
hatched, it would have been named
Jules, in honor of July.
Unfortunately, the second egg was
abandoned for unexplained reasons.
Once hatched, both parents and
chick(s) leave the safety of the nest
site and head for open waters of the
lake, never to return to land until the
next nesting season.
This Pleasant Ponderings is
sponsored by:
David & Kristina Sachs

In Celebration of
Family &
Memories on
Pleasant Lake
To hear the 4 loon calls, visit:

Pleasant Lake’s 1 Day Old Chick, June, with Mother
Photo by: Walt Hooker

(continued from Our Loons - August Update.....)

Once on Pleasant Lake’s open waters, they create quite a stir as word
quickly spreads that we have a loon chick! Just witness the boats,
kayaks, canoes circling the family with their cameras clicking away! By
mid-late August, the chick can easily be seen diving on its own but also
still being fed by both parents. Chicks grow rapidly in preparation for
the coming fall season. The chick’s parents will leave the lake by midlate October, leaving “June” behind until he/she leaves for the Atlantic
sometime before the lake freezes over. The chick will not return for
approximately 7 years when it is sexually mature, and ready to nest
itself. They return to the lake they hatched on hoping to find a mate and
a space to call their own. If not successful in this search, they leave
and seek another lake upon which to establish a territory of their own.
by Andy Partridge
~NOTE~
Our resident loon pair gave us
quite a scare on a lazy Sunday
afternoon late in July. My phone
rang and friends on their boat were
witnessing a loon in distress!
Thrashing, rolling belly up, head
tossing .... not the normal preening
behaviors! A quick call to our Loon
Preservation Committee contact
indicated little could be done
except watch,monitor. Luckily,
normal behavior slowly returned

with an hour or 2 and the crisis had
seemingly passed. By the next
day all seemed back to normal and
the family was seen happily diving,
swimming, feeding. We ruled out
a boating collision and a lead
sinker ingestion as both would
have proved fatal. Entanglement
with monofilament fishing line
seems to be the logical
explanation. Our Loon family will
continue to treat us to great photo
ops well into September.

http://www.ns.ec.gc.ca/wildlife/loons/images.html
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Our Lake Hosts

Haley Martin (no photo) - 1st

Year Lake Host Volunteer & student
at Coe Brown High School.
The Martins have been on the lake
many years & Holly volunteers too!

2011/2012
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Fact: PLPA Membership
dues are $25

Fact: Our Lake Host
Expenses are $3,000

Ariel Abbott - 2nd Year Lake Host
Sophomore - New England College in
Henniker, NH majoring in Physical
Therapy with a minor in Business
Administration

Jimmy Pearson (no photo) -1st

Year Lake Host Volunteer
Junior - Georgetown High School,
Georgetown, MA
Jimmy considered this community
service to be very valuable, having
greater long-term impact than many
opportunities available to high school
students. The Pearsons have owned
their home on the lake since 2000.

How Important is the Lake Host
Program ?
Pleasant Lake does not have
milfoil... YET..... although we are
surrounded by milfoil infested lakes.
A newly released study shows that
lakefront towns and associations
pick up most of the tab for milfoil
control efforts! In NH 73 lakes and
rivers have become infested and
although DES has a very good
program to focus on education and
prevention, the state has only been
able to fund 10 to 20% of the cost to
control and eradicate it.
Last November a bill was proposed
to enable municipalities to impose a
DIRECT FEE on shorefront property
owners to create a fund dedicated to
controlling milfoil on public lakes.
The bill failed, but that doesn’t mean
the idea is dead. For Pleasant Lake
the key is PREVENTION! Have you
volunteered to be a Lake Host?

Fact: NH Lakes

Membership $500

(essential for Lake Host Program)

Maggie Plante - 1st Year Lake Host
Freshman - Quinnipiac College in
Hamden, CT majoring in Health
Sciences
Maggie’s grandparents are Delores &
Bill Bushnell - long time residents on
Broad Cove Road.

Ariel & Maggie enjoyed the

people they met at the ramp and
especially the residents that
stopped regularly helping their
days go by quickly. (Thanks!) The
Conservation Officer made their
role as boat inspectors a lot
easier since they didn’t have to be
concerned with parking and
boating issues.

As of the middle of August, we have
inspected 1,354 watercraft. This is
an increase of more than 12% in
spite of Fish & Game's enforcement
of the parking limitations at our
launch site. Lake Hosts have spent
more than 600 hours covering the
ramp, inspecting boats, and
educating people using the lake on
the impact invasive species could
have on Pleasant Lake and the
community.

Fact: NH DES Water
Testing $320

How can the PLPA continue
to afford these expenses?
Which program can’t we
afford to have?
Please send your $25 (and
maybe a donation too);
Pleasant Lake Preservation
Association
Attn: Treasurer
PO Box 53
Deerfield, NH 03037
Please include your name,
street, city, state, and zip.
Phone number and email
address are optional.
The $25.00 membership fee
covers the entire household.
FULL MOON CRUISE
CHAIRMAN NEEDED
This Fund Raiser was a huge
success last year. If
interested: Call Linda @
463-5664 or email
lkbrennan@metrocast.net
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Ask Joe...
Wikipedia or Google is not a
necessary research tool for
Pleasant Lake as long as Joe Knox
is around. A resident of the lake
for 81 years (1st summers & then
permanently), Joe has witnessed
many changes on our beautiful
lake. If you have questions about
the history of your lake property,
no doubt Joe has the answers. The
Northwood Historical Society is the
recipient of a great deal of
information regarding the history
of Pleasant Lake because of Joe’s
2011 Fins ‘n Fun Fishing Event foresight. Ever mindful of his civic
Trophy Winners
duties, he is still elected treasurer
of the Town of Northwood.

Tykes (2-5 yrs)

One story of interest takes us back
to 1876 when Pleasant Pond was
enlarged. Eben Ambrose, for $6000
Juniors (6-11 yrs)
Meredith Partridge (7” Sunfish)
(which was a lot of money at that
Zachary Partridge (6.5”) Sunfish)
time), sold the rights to enlarge the
Meredith Partridge (11”Small Mouth pond along the road into the
Bass)
Northwood section. This area
Owen Durant (17” Lg Mouth Bass) described is where Gulf Road is
Theresa Irving (14.5” Lg Mouth
currently located. Buyers included
Bass)
Augusts Lord, The China Mfg Co.,
The Webster Mfg Co., and The
Seniors (12 - 15 yrs)
Pembroke Mill Corporation. (Joe
Grant Beattie (16.5” Sm Mouth
has copies of the deeds.)
Bass)
Grant Beattie (19.5” Lg Mouth Bass) It is difficult to imagine that there
Sarah Irving (15” Lg Mouth Bass)
was actually timber land on both
sides of the road at that time, but
Ribbon Winners
the new owners were given
Juniors (6-11 yrs)
permission to remove all the trees
Ben Chisholm (4.25” Sunfish)
and stumps to enlarge
Ella Brennan (4” Sunfish)
Owen Durant (14” Lg Mouth Bass) the lake. To do this, it was
necessary to shore up the road
Seniors (12-15 yrs)
and to build a dam to control the
Brett Beattie (14.5” Lg Mouth Bass) water. The dam was approximately
six feet high with a sandy bottom.
The deed also gave the new owners
Thanks to Andy Partridge for
the right to dig a channel from
chairing this event. What great Pleasant Pond to Northwood Pond
memories for the kids!
and to maintain it. These Ponds
were subsequently enlarged, and
Sydney Adams (7.25” Sunfish)

eventually they became known
by the State of New Hampshire
as Lakes.
Did you know that a certain
cottage on the lake was ordered
from the Sears Roebuck Catalog?
It arrived in pieces all numbered,
and was assembled by matching
the numbers. The answer will
appear in the next edition of The
Pleasant Ponderings in “Ask
Joe”.

by Martha Clark

Historical
Pleasant Lake
2012 Calendar
$10
Great for Holiday Gifts
Supplies limited
Call Andy - 463-7242 or email
andybpartridge@yahoo.com

Pleasant Lake Passings
William “Bill” Becker - 60 year
resident.
Loraine Lemay - lived on lake
since 1949.
Bill Becker built their cottage in Broad
Cove in 1950 without any power tools
and utilizing wood from a family
cottage on Merrymeeting Lake called
the Hesperus….thus the camp
became “The Wreck of the Hesperus”
and stands proudly as a family
gathering place to this day.

Our very own store!

Shirts, hats, mugs, water bottles
& more...
10% of ALL SALES WILL BE SENT TO THE

PLPA
www.cafepress.com/
pleasantlakepreservationassociation

(Ask me about adding your name or
message to the clothing.)

lkbrennan@metrocast.net

IS A 501 3C AND
CONTRIBUTIONS
ARE TAX
DEDUCTIBLE.
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President

Dam District (#2-16)

Ledges District (#126-145)

Tom Brennan - 463-5664
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mbeaud2002@yahoo.com
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Chairman of Board
Stan Clark - 463-7100
mapanh@yahoo.com

Veasey District (#17-30)
Darlene Cumming - 463-4143
kilifi@metrocast.net
West District (#31-47)
Jeff Karlberg - 978-390-6806
jkarlberg@verizon.net

South Cove District (#48-60)
Krist Nelson - 463-3010
kristnelson@metrocast.net

North District (#146-#1)
James Creighton - 463-9351
jcreig2584@metrocast.net

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Webmaster
Claudia Spangler - 463-7046
crspan@metrocast.net

Weed Watchers

Loon Cove District (#61-80)

Stan Clark - 463-7100

Elizabeth Garlo
egarlo@normandeau.com

mapanh@yahoo.com

Pout Point District (#81-104)
Sue Higgins - 490-1295

Fins ‘n Fun Kids Fishing Event
Andy Partridge - 463-7242

sue@salemrefractories.com

Broad Cove District (#105-125)
Roger Shaw - 463-7627 or 225-2919
rogers26@comcast.net

PLEASANT LAKE
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

PO BOX 53
DEERFIELD, NH 03037-0053

JUST IN FROM THE DES LAB...
MILFOIL was found on a boat being launched into
Pleasant Lake - A Lake Host SAVE!!!

andybpartridge@yahoo.com

Lake Host Program
Tom Brennan - 463-5664
tfbrennan@metrocast.net

