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DEFENDING PLEASANT LAKE by Holly Martin

Ariel- 3 years

Maggie - 2 years

At the close of the season on 9/3/2012, we had inspected 2,529 boats. This was 879 more boats
than in 2011. Our volunteer hours exceeded our paid hours by 1 1/2 times. We submitted 18
weed samples to DES this year. So far, 11 of these have tested negative for invasive/exotic weeds
and we are still awaiting the results on the final 7 samples. By comparison, there have been 112
saves on the total number of lakes reporting in the state of NH so far this year. Sadly, two new
lakes (Lake Naticook in Merrimack, and Otter Lake in Greenland) have been added to the list of
water bodies infested with exotic species, bringing the state's total to 78. These 2 lakes were not
participating in the lake host program. It should be noted that the majority of infestations occur at
the point of entry (the boat launch) which emphasizes the importance of our Lake Host Program.

I would like to THANK all of our volunteers for a terrific job this season. It's with your help
and dedication that our property values and investments continue to be protected. Our
2012 volunteers were: Mary Lou & Mike Beaudoin, Jeanne Blais, Jackie & Bob
Blanchard, Linda & Tom Brennan, Stan Clark, Jan Cote, Roberta & Walt Hooker, Claude
Levesque, Holly & Glenn Martin, Loretta & Charlie Monteverdi, Andy Partridge, Barb & Jim
Pearson, Charon Pinard, Carol & Peter Smiglin and Claudia & Russ Spangler.
If anyone is interested in volunteering for the 2013 season, please notify your director or
contact Holly Martin at 463-7496.
Meet Our Rock Star Paid Lake Hosts

Haley - 1 year

Lake Passings
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Trophy Winners
Tykes..Gillian Countway, Westin Stockwell,

Sara Jankowski, & Lucas Stockwell.

Helen “Duff” Chickering Juniors.. Zachary Partridge, Garrett
- Willow Lane resident.
Countway, Molly Stiman, Theresa Irving &
Bob Plumb - former PL
Board Member

Asa Guldbrandsen.
Seniors.. Zander Guldbrandsen & Brett Beattie

Phyllis Blanchard - Lived Thank you, Andy Partridge for helping to
on Pond View Lane
make all these memories!!
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Pleasant Lake Public Hearing Held by DES
by Walt Hooker

Tuesday evening, August 28th, the New
Hampshire
Department
of
Environmental
Services (NH DES) held a public hearing in the
Deerfield Town Hall to discuss the water level
and drawdown schedule for Pleasant Lake. The
hearing came about as a result of the new dam
on Gulf Road being completed this spring and
concerns that the water levels haven’t matched
previous years. Giving the dual presentations
were James Gallagher, Chief Engineer and P.E., of
the Dam Bureau and Amy Smagula, Limnologist
and Exotic Species Program Coordinator, of the
Limnology Center.
About 50 Pleasant Lake
waterfront
owners
from
Deerfield
and
Northwood from the 200+ waterfront lots
L to R: Amy Smagula & Jim Gallagher
attended the public hearing.
Mr. Gallagher began the meeting with his
HIGHLIGHTS OF AMY SMAGULA’S PRESENTATION
presentation with the DES authority for the lake
Lake & Watershed Information
level hearing under RSA 482:7983. Last year
DES rebuilt the dam with two new culverts at the
Lake Area - 493 acres
correct slope. The entire sluiceway was replaced
Average Depth - 21 Feet
and increased in width from three to five feet.
Maximum Depth - 65 Feet
Removable angle iron on both sides of the
sluiceway can be removed during extreme high Flushing Rate - 0.4 times per year (or every 2.5 years)
water events. The new dam and sluiceway will
Watershed Area - 2.211 acres
allow full drawdown of the lake where in
Lake Volume - 3,697,479,000 gallons
previous years the maximum drawdown was
limited by the culvert depth and slope.
Unfortunately at the beginning of 2012 summer
Potential Impacts of Drawdown
season, the dam construction, lack of rain and Change in lake volume, change in lake flushing depending
winter snowmelt runoff created a very low lake
on drawdown timing (top water exiting versus mixed
level. By Columbus Day weekend all boards will
water), impacts (good or bad for aquatic life) plants,
be out, but the draw down schedule will not go
insects, fish, mussels, amphibians), changes to lake
on schedule until after the investigation is
sediment, changes in nutrient release from lake sediment,
completed.
Future plans by the DES include a real time lake
level gauge where data will be collected right in
their Concord offices.
DES anticipated the
gauge to be located at Veasey Park.
In a couple of weeks, everyone that was mailed
the agenda for the DES meeting will be getting a
paper survey. It will also be available online.
Each property owner could complete and submit
a survey. They are due back to DES within 30
days of being sent. Gallagher could not say how
long it would take to process the surveys or
when a new drawdown schedule would be
available.

changes in nutrient concentration in the water, shoreline
impacts from flooding/exposure regimes (erosion) and
human (high and dry versus flooded).

Most Critical Ecological Issue
Not IF you do a drawdown, but HOW and HOW
MUCH you do a draw down....
Do not start drawdown too late.
(don’t start in Oct & drop the lake fast)
Take boards out slowly so water recedes slowly.
Put boards back in and let lake fill up gradually.
Be aware of drought issues.

The Best Thing You Can Do
Try to reach a consensus on middle ground (i.e., a lake level
For additional information on the meeting &
comments from residents - check our website that everyone can work with) and try to maintain that level.
No yo-yo’ing the lake.
(www.pleasantlakenh.org) for the complete article by
Walt Hooker.

Pleasant Ponderings - page 3
DES Warns of Expanding Infestations of Exotic Aquatic Plants
The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES) has documented two new infestations of variable
milfoil, an exotic aquatic plant, within a week of each other. Both infestations were well-established when found and
appear to have been present for at least 2-3 years before being reported. Infestations were newly documented at Otter
Lake in Greenfield and Naticook Lake in Merrimack.
New Hampshire, with these two new additions, now has a total of 78 infested waterbodies, most containing variable
milfoil as the primary invasive plant, while others have fanwort, Eurasian water milfoil, water chestnut and Didymo (also
known as rock snot, an invasive algae), among other common species. This tally includes 67 lakes and ponds and 11
river systems.
The two new infestations that were documented were on waterbodies without established programs (like our Lake Host
& Weed Watcher Program) for prevention and early detection, so they went unnoticed until they covered large areas.
When infestations reach this level they are more difficult to manage, and eradication is not often feasible.
The early ice out this year, along with warmer than average temperatures have contributed to more pronounced and
rapid growth of exotic species. Maps of existing infestations, as well as information, photographs and descriptions on
exotic and prohibited plants in New Hampshire can be found on the ExoticSpecies Program Page at www.des.nh.gov.
For more information or to report a potential new infestation, please contact the Exotic Species Program Coordinator at
603-271-2248.
BENEFITING FROM AN EVENING WITH AMY by Stan Clark
In July, a Weed Identification Training program was held at the Clark’s cottage in Broad Cove. The speaker was Limnologist,
Amy Smagula, from the Department of Environmental Services (DES). The program was presented in two parts. The first part
involved exotic and invasive weeds. The second concentrated on native weeds beneficial to a lake. Variable Milfoil is presently
the invasive weed of major concern, but several others are of concern as well. Pleasant Lake has none of these harmful weeds
due in part hopefully to the PLPA's preventative volunteer Lake Host and Weed Watcher programs. Their presence not only
spoils a lake's recreational value of swimming, boating and fishing, but their presence also decreases the value to owners of their
shoreline property. This results in a subsequent reduction in municipal property tax revenues as well. The latter Amy cited as the
reason why some proactive municipals recognizing the impending revenue loss, have chosen to appropriate money now to
support preventative programs such as those PLPA has. As visual aids, Amy used both individual pictures on huge poster-board
of these invasive weeds, plus jars with floating samples of these which were passed around for inspection.
The second part of the program was more impromptu and involved random samples of native Pleasant Lake weeds collected
prior to the meeting. Two were floated in bottles while the others were spread out on a cookie sheet. Amy identified each of these
and passed them around as she discussed the likely areas in the Lake where these would be found, their identifiable
characteristics and why they benefit the Lake ecologically.
The audience of approximately twenty five people, mainly Lake Host and Weed Watcher volunteers, expressed their thanks to
Amy for spending her evening with us and presenting what was a very informative program in such an interesting and casual
manner.

JOIN THE PLPA !

Pleasant Lake Preservation
Association
Attn: Treasurer
PO Box 53
Deerfield, NH 03037
Please include your name, street,
city, state, and zip. Phone number
and email address are optional.
The $25.00 membership fee covers
the entire household.

The PLPA is a 501 3C and
contributions are tax deductible.

SPONSOR A PONDERINGS
contact
lkbrennan@metrocast.net

Why Do We Belong to NH
Lakes Association?
Someone recently questioned why
some of PLPA funds go to a
membership in the New Hampshire Lakes Association. To really know
what they are all about check out: www.nhlakes.org and click on the
history & purpose. You will be impressed!
We believe that they are a vital resource in protecting the waters
throughout New Hampshire.
The Lake Host Program is your association's first line of defense in
keeping Pleasant Lake free of invasive species. We could not have a
Lake Host Program without the support of NH Lakes. They pay more
than 30% of the cost of the program and cover our Lake Hosts with
education, insurance, uniforms, materials, and much more.
On a
strictly cash basis, they funded the PLPA with more than four times
our cost of membership in NH Lakes. We should all reach out and
thank them for being there. - by Tom Brennan

~Help Wanted ~
Need Someone to Help with
Treasurers’ Duties. Call Tom.

President
Tom Brennan - 463-5664
tfbrennan@metrocast.net

Recording Secretary
Charon Pinard - 463-7006
cpinard@metrocast.net

Corresponding Secretary
Carol Smiglin - 463-1063
smiglin1803@metrocast.net

PLPA Officers & Directors
West District (#31-47)
Jeff Karlberg - 978-390-6806
jkarlberg@verizon.net

South Cove District (#48-60)
Krist Nelson - 463-3010
kristnelson@metrocast.net

Loon Cove District (#61-80)
Elizabeth Garlo
elizabeth.garlo@gmail.com

North District (#146-#1)
James Creighton - 463-9351
jcreig2584@metrocast.net

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Webmaster
Claudia Spangler - 463-7046
crspan@metrocast.net

Weed Watchers

Treasurer
VACANT
Chairman of Board

Pout Point District (#81-104)
Sue Higgins - 490-1295

Stan Clark - 463-7100

optismistsue@gmail.com

Fins ‘n Fun Kids Fishing Event

Stan Clark - 463-7100
mapanh@yahoo.com

Broad Cove District (#105-125)

Andy Partridge - 463-7242
andybpartridge@yahoo.com

Dam District (#2-16)

Roger Shaw - 463-7627 or 225-2919
rogers26@comcast.net

Mike Beaudoin - 463-1025
mbeaud2002@yahoo.com

Ledges District (#126-145)

Veasey District (#17-30)
Darlene Cumming - 463-4143
kilifi@metrocast.net

Holly Martin - 463-7496
ghhmartin@metrocast.net

PLEASANT LAKE
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

PO BOX 53
DEERFIELD, NH 03037-0053

www.pleasantlakenh.org
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mapanh@yahoo.com

Lake Host Program
Holly Martin - 463-7496
ghhmartin@metrocast.net

Pleasant Ponderings
Linda Brennan - 463-5664
lkbrennan@metrocast.net

