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YOUR LAND. YOUR WATER.
YOUR SOLUTION.

Over 90% of the water pollution problems in
New Hampshire are caused by the
pollutants carried in stormwater runoff from
the roads we travel, the buildings and
parking lots we visit, and even the homes in
which we live. Every single property has the
potential to contribute to water pollution.

The Clean Water of Pleasant Lake Has Threats
by Tom Brennan

The two largest threats to the Pleasant Lake’s future are invasive
species, both plant and animal, and storm water runoff.
The Lake Host Program and the Weed Watcher Program form the front
line of our defense against invasive species. The threat posed by storm
water runoff can best be mitigated by each of us doing our part. Your
Association is attacking the big ticket problems of Gulf Road, Route 107,
etc. However, they represent only a small percentage of the stormwater
runoff problem.

If your home has a roof, a lawn, or a
driveway, chances are your property creates
stormwater runoff. Property owners can play
a role in improving water quality by soaking
up stormwater runoff to prevent it from
reaching Pleasant Lake. What you do in
your own back yard can impact the entire
watershed, including the health of the lake
and its tributary streams.
Check out the Higgins Property on Pout
Point and what they did.
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/SoakNH/wpcontent/uploads/2018/08/Higgins-ProjectStory.pdf

In an effort to encourage participation, your Association has applied for
grant funding that would pay for 50% of the cost of projects designed to
reduce runoff. Several folks within the watershed have signed up to
participate and agreed to implement improvements on their property.
Our application was filed on September 14th.
Several lake residents have already made significant improvements and
more are in the works. If you’re interested in improving your portion of
the watershed, send an email to the PLPA or contact your director.
There are a lot of tools and resources that can help. If we each do even
a small improvement, it can have a large impact on the future of
Pleasant Lake.

BILGE SOCKS??? ….The Lake Winnipeasaukee Association is encouraging boat owners
to use bilge socks. Oil & fuel from the boat’s engine collect in the bilge compartment and when the
bilge is activated, the chemicals are discharged in the lake. One quart of oil could contaminate
250,000 gallons of water. Bilge socks cost about $10 and absorb the excess oil and gas, preventing
them from polluting the lake.

Steve Viera, Manchester,
With his Catch of the Day
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BOAT PARADE - JULY 4

ENTRIES IN
2018
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Marine Patrol Visits Pleasant Lake
Regularly
This past summer Marine Patrol canvassed
Pleasant Lake to enforce the new mooring
requirements that took effect October 2017.
On July 20th Officer Brian DeFranzo spent from
10 AM to 2 PM checking for mooring permit
compliance. His general impression was that
there were several permits appearing but many
violations at that point in the summer. He tagged
all the violator moorings with a warning “to come
into compliance” in the next 10 days or be
ticketed, with a fine. He has returned each week
to check for compliance. He tagged
approximately 11 moorings on his first visit.
Officer DeFranzo pointed out that a mooring is
any device holding a boat away from a dock. He
said several residents had obscured their
mooring below the surface, but it is still a
mooring that requires a permit. He had spent
eleven hours on the Lake the week of July 20th,
and visited the Lake on a regular basis
afterwards.
Marine Patrol also wanted to let residents know
they are focusing on wakes from boats this year.
They wanted to remind us that we are legally
responsible for any wake damage occurring from
our boats. They have noticed increased wake
issues this year, and are stopping boats that are
overwhelming other boats, and paddlers, and are
too close to no wake or roped off areas. (Illegal
to operate a vessel at greater than headway
speed if within 150 feet of swimmers in the water,
other vessels, rafts or floats, docks or moored
boats, and the shoreline.)

WHAT HAPPENED? WHEN? ON PLEASANT LAKE
by Tom Brennan

Like you and I, all lakes are aging. One critical key question is How fast.
Taking a core sample (a long cylindrical boring tube of sediment) and
analyzing it can help us answer that question for Pleasant Lake. In
September 2017, the PLPA worked with Professor Lisa Doner from
Plymouth State University to do just that. In fact two core samples were
taken.
Professor Doner spoke at the annual meeting this year and brought us up
to speed on what we’ve learned so far. Her presentation is on our web
site. If you missed the meeting, you missed her ability to convert the
science to English and her thoughts on what is happening and where we
are headed. I personally found the data to be a little scary.
The next step in the process is to break the sediment core up into
centimeter thick discs and determine the age of each disc. We’ve already
learned a great deal but identifying the age of each segment and tying it
to historical events should tell us even more about the current health of
Pleasant Lake and what the future may hold. We could get a clear picture
of just how fast Pleasant Lake is aging.
Professor Doner has already initiated the work required to date the
material. She is asking us to provide any information on events on the
lake that might have effected the chemistry, the depth, etc. That’s where
you can help.
Please let me know any historical events, the what and the when, that
m i g h t b e i m p o r t a n t . Yo u c a n s e n d m e a n e m a i l
(TFBrennan46@gmail.com) or simply reply to this email.
Even if you don’t think the event is important, please let me
know. We’ll let the professor decide what’s important.
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JUST A LITTLE HISTORY…
In response to a request to get stories from
the past, we received this picture from
Steve Decatur.
The double masted gun ship with holes for
the ‘canons’ was the aptly named “Pleasant
Lake Pirate Ship” that was enjoyed by the
Decaturs and many of the neighborhood
kids from the East side of the lake.
The boat tied to the dock was owned by
Jürgen Jürgensen from Sweden who built
the cottage on the West side of the lake
that is now presently owned by the Moores.
While there has been renovations, there is
believed to be a sign somewhere on the
property announcing the name of the
original cottage as Trollheim.
Please submit your pictures and history to:
Tom Brennan - tfbrennan46@gmail.com

2018 PLEASANT LAKE PRESERVATION DUES ARE STILL $25!
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OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President
John Du!y - 463-1353

Veasey District (#17-30)
Tere Bowen-Irish - 463-7906

North District (#146- 189, #1)
Knox Turner - 463-5608
elsrturner@aol.com

1st Vice President

West District (#31-47)

2nd Vice President

South Cove District

O!-Lake District
Tim Mallette
crestofthewave@outlook.com

johndu!y912@gmail.com

praxiscoachtere@comcast.net

Presten Thorsen
John Crowley - 463-1462
prestenjames@yahoo.com jacrowley@comcast.net
Doug Chamberlain

(#48-60)

doubled@metrocast.net Krist Nelson - 463-3010
Recording Secretary
OPEN POSITION

Corresponding
Secretary
Carol Smiglin - 463-1063

kristnelson@metrocast.net

Loon Cove District
(#61-80)

Jen Freitas Lynch
jenfreitaslynch@gmail.com

smiglin1803@metrocast.net Pout Point District

Treasurer

Andrea (Andy) Hotaling-

(518) 573-2941

ahotaling26@gmail.com

(#81-104)

ENVIRONMENTAL CHAIRMAN

Ann Scholz
annscholz@yahoo.com

1. Weed Watchers
Elizabeth Garlo

elizabeth.garlo @gmail.com

2. Gulf Road Project

Ann Scholz & Tim Mallette

3. Lake Host Program
Patrick Brochu - 421-4165
Holly Martin - 463-7496
patrickbrochu44@hotmail.com
holly.lhplpa@aol.com

Broad Cove District (#105-125) 4. VLAP
Roger Shaw - 463-7627 or
Jim Creighton &
Tom Brennan - 463-5664 225-2919
Chuck Reese
jcreig2584@metrocast.net
rogers26@comcast.net
tfbrennan46@gmail.com
saltbox@metrocast.net
Dam District (#2-16)
Ledges District (#126-145
5. Watershed Restoration
Mike Beaudoin - 463-1025 Janice Poltak
Ann Scholz & Tim Mallette
mbeadoin2002@yahoo.com jlpoltak@comcast.net
Chairman of Board

COMMUNICATIONS CHAIRMAN

Linda Brennan
lkbrennan1213@gmail.com

1. Pleasant Ponderings
Linda Brennan - 463-5664

2. Email Blast
Tom Brennan
tfbrennan46@gmail.com

3. Webmaster
Onni Irish
onni.irish@gmail.com
SOCIAL CHAIRMAN

Tere Bowen-Irish
463-7906
praxiscoachtere@comcast.net
1. Boat Parade
May Erwin
mayerwin@comcast.net

2. Canoe Club
David Sachs -(617)331-0493
david@dhsachs.com
(prefers email to phone)
3. Social Activities
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THE WEATHER AND HOW IT AFFECTS
PLEASANT LAKE

We all know by now that August was the wettest on record, as
recorded in Concord, NH following a hot and moderately wet July.
Preliminary monthly data summary as recorded by the National
Weather service indicates a total of 10.67 inches of rainfall and
another six days with temperatures over 90 degrees Fahrenheit.
This resulted in many lakes experiencing increased algal growth,
particularly filamentous algal growth, along the shoreline. It also
resulted in cyanobacteria blooms at many lakes throughout the
state prompting NHDES to issue a warning about the potential of
cyanobacteria blooms as we head into the fall.
BE VIGILANT! WATCH FOR CHANGES AROUND YOUR LAKE
FRONT. Do you have new weed sitings? For information about
the weeds in your area contact the Weed Watchers - Elizabeth
Garlo - elizabeth.garlo@gmail.com

This issue of the Ponderings is Sponsored by -

d Pat Hume d
Pat’s husband, Jim, held classes in geology on the
lake in the late 80s & early 90s that were enjoyed by
all that attended.
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NO LOON NESTING OR CHICK IN 2018 ON
PLEASANT LAKE
The state-wide volunteer effort of taking a loon census
began a few years ago at the Loon Preservation
Committee.
It was a means to get a better
understanding of the population of one of the state’s
most popular birds, the loon. On July 21st between 8
& 9 AM volunteers covered the lake to count the # of
loons. This year’s total was 5 but it was noted that
there were no pairs, no chick and previously there
had been as many as 9 rogue loons spotted on the
lake. Were they the reason there was no nesting
pairs or chicks?
Another reason might be that some of the loons are
being challenged by boaters. Could the impact of the
waves on the shoreline contribute to flooded nests?
Loons need to nest next to the water’s edge so they
can easily slip back into the water. Because of this
proximity to the water line, loons can often fall prey to
passing boats. When loons leave their nest the eggs
are exposed to predators or extreme heat or cold.
Lets hope that in 2019 the lake residents will be given
a chance to see another baby loon hatch and grow.
The common loon is a threatened species in NH.

