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ENDING ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR  
THE LAKE HOST PROGRAM 

by Holly Martin 
As fall sets in, we are slowly winding down the 
Lake Host Program for 2019.    Without doubt, it 
has been another successful year.  Based on the 
surveys and data we collect, of the top 10 lakes 
that boats came from before entering our lake 
this year, 50% of those lakes are infested with 
invasive species of one kind or another.  This 
more than confirms how critical it is to maintain 
the Lake Host Program.  

If it wasn’t for the dedication of the volunteers 
and the paid Lake Hosts and the diligence they 
put into the program, instead of enjoying a clean 
and beautiful lake we might now be talking 
about how to eradicate an infestation of Aquatic 
Invasive species such as Variable Milfoil, Eurasian 
Milfoil, or the Asian Clam that so many of our 
New Hampshire lakes are now experiencing.   If 
we ever get to this point, it would be disastrous.   
We’ve seen other lakes struggle with eradicating 
these invasive species and the best they can do 
is only to maintain the problem in its current 
state which can be extremely expensive, up to 
$50,000 per treatment. 

Please consider joining our Lake Host volunteers 
next year.   It is easy to do and gives you an 
opportunity to help protect the lake that we all 
love.  Training is provided through the NH Lakes  
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(Lake Host Program continued) 

Association and the Lake Host Coordinator.   You’ll 
meet lots of boaters and other volunteers as you 
explain what the Lake Host program is all about.  Our 
mission is simple … we conduct courtesy boat 
inspections and educate boaters about the threat to 
NH Lakes from Aquatic Invasive Species.   Our 
volunteers commit to covering 1-2 hours a week 
during the summer starting around Memorial Day 
through Labor Day weekend.   If you aren’t real sure 
about the program but want to learn about it, you can 
always join one of our many volunteers for a shift to 
see what they actually do. 

If interested in joining the program next year, please 
contact Holly Martin at 603-463-7496 or 
holly.lhplpa@aol.com.

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN 
THE FABULOUS JULY 4TH PARADE!  

And thanks to May Erwin for organizing the fun 
event. 



BOAT PARADE - JULY 4
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PLEASANT LAKE PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP IS DOWN 

Unfortunately the membership is down for the PLPA. 
Just when we need everyone’s support, and when we 
are accomplishing great things.  Many people proudly 
claim Pleasant Lake as their home or their weekend 
getaway but only 100+ feel the need to support the 
association that is guarding it’s water quality.  I read 
on social media people boasting the lake’s water 
quality and how it is one of the purest clean lakes in 
the state (obviously a source of pride).  This doesn’t 
happen by accident.  The  PLPA’S Storm Water Runoff, 
Weed Watcher, Lake Host, VLAP, and Dissolved 
Oxygen programs are essential to keep Pleasant 
Lake pristine.  We have our problems with storm 
water runoff and the lake filling in so we need to 
remain diligent. To continue improving these 
situations through grants and funding, takes 
memberships & volunteer time. 
Please consider asking your neighbor if they’ve joined 
the association, and if not pass along this information: 

PLPA yearly membership - $25 
Lake & Off-Lake Residents Welcome to Join 

Please send to - PLPA, Box 53, Deerfield, NH 03037 

2018 2019 Change

Boats Inspected 3034 3100 + 66

Volunteer Hours 688 741 + 53

Paid Lake Host 
Hours

856 903 +47

2019 LAKE HOST STATS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

If you’re lucky enough 
to find this amazing 
work of art  hanging on 
your buoy, dock, or 
boat, don’t destroy it 
because it’s dragonfly 
eggs. Dragonflies eat 
mosquitoes and other 
insects, and we all 
know we could use a 
few less of those. This 
a l s o h e l p s t h e 
environment, because 
it allows humans to 
reduce the use of 
pesticides to kill these 
insects. 

Volunteers will also be checking boats this fall at two bass tournaments.

This issue  

of the  
Ponderings  
is sponsored by —  

David Tucker 

2019 Memorial Contributions 

Becker Family - in memory of William & Rosamond Becker 
Tom & Debra Coffman - in memory of David Coffman 

Heather Feltmate & Tim Bush - in memory of Haley Rae Martin 
Bradley Hutchinson - in memory of Florence Hutchinson 
Fred & Cindy Martell - in memory of Jack & Nessie Tonks 

Contributions Needed 
Dale & Sue Higgins are taking contributions  for Liberty 
House, a facility for the veterans that are homeless in 
Manchester.  They are in need of sleeping bags and working 
bikes. The bikes must be in working order.  They can be 
dropped off at  Pout Point on the camp side of the garage or 
they will pick them up. Deadline - October 10th. 
For questions or information call them at  
(603) 490-1295.
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North District (#146- 189, #1) 
John Barna  
johnbarna44@gmail.com 

Friends of the Lake District 
Tim Mallette  
crestofthewave@outlook.com 

President 
John Du!y-(781) 258-6600) 
johndu!y912@gmail.com 

1st Vice President 
Presten Thorsen 
prestenjames@yahoo.com 

2nd Vice President 
Doug Chamberlain 
doubled@metrocast.net 

Recording Secretary 
Guy Robidoux 
guyl.robidoux@verani.com 

Corresponding 
Secretary 
Carol Smiglin - 463-1063 
smiglin1803@metrocast.net 

Treasurer 
Andrea (Andy) Hotaling- 
(518) 573-2941 
ahotaling26@gmail.com 

Chairman of Board 
Tom Brennan - 716-4119 
tfbrennan46@gmail.com 

Dam District (#2-16) 
Mike Beaudoin - 463-1025 
mbeadoin2002@yahoo.com 

Veasey District (#17-30) 
Onni Irish 
onni.irish@gmail.com 

West District (#31-47) 
John Crowley - 463-1462 
jacrowley@comcast.net  

South Cove District 
(#48-60) 
Krist Nelson - 463-3010 
kristnelson@metrocast.net 

Loon Cove District 
(#61-80) 
Jen Freitas Lynch 
jenfreitaslynch@gmail.com 

Pout Point District 
(#81-104) 
Patrick Brochu - 421-4165 
patrickbrochu44@hotmail.com 

Broad Cove District (#105-125) 
Roger Shaw - 463-7627 or  
225-2919 
rogers26@comcast.net 

Ledges District (#126-145 
Janice Poltak 
jlpoltak@comcast.net 

     
COMMUNICATIONS CHAIRMAN 

Linda Brennan 
lkbrennan1213@gmail.com 

 1.  Pleasant Ponderings  
     Linda Brennan - 321-1527 
lkbrennan1213@gmail.com   

 2.  Email Blast 
     Tom Brennan 

     tfbrennan46@gmail.com 

 3.  Webmaster 
     Onni Irish  

onni.irish@gmail.com  

ENVIRONMENTAL CHAIRMAN  

Ann Scholz 
annscholz@yahoo.com 

1.  Weed Watchers 
Elizabeth Garlo 

elizabeth.garlo @gmail.com 

2.  Gulf Road Project 
Ann Scholz & Tim Mallette 

3.  Lake Host Program 
Holly Martin - 463-7496 
holly.lhplpa@aol.com 

4.  VLAP  
Jim Creighton &  
Chuck Reese 

jcreig2584@metrocast.net 
saltbox@metrocast.net 

5.  Watershed Restoration   
Ann Scholz & Tim Mallette

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 
Tere Bowen-Irish 

463-7906 
praxiscoachtere@comcast.net 

1.  Boat Parade   
          May Erwin      

mayerwin@comcast.net 
2.  Canoe Club 

     David Sachs -(617)331-0493 
     david@dhsachs.com 

     (prefers email to phone) 

3.  Social Activities

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

DUCK POOP   by Tom Brennan 

Ever wonder how much one duck poops? During one of my tours of duty 
as a Lake Host, a fisherman asked me if I knew the answer to that 
question. My first thought was “No!” My second was “Why would I want to 
know?” It turned out that my fisherman had a degree in some branch of 
environmental science. He pointed to the six or 8 ducks milling around at 
the boat ramp and said, “Those ducks will leave about 6 pounds of poop 
here every day.” 

Degree or no degree I didn’t believe him so when I got home I Googled 
“How much does a duck poop?” Try it for yourself. The answer: “You get 
0.11 pounds of poop per pound of duck per day. If you have ten ducks that 
are 6 pounds each, that means, on average, 6.6 pounds of manure per 
day. 
Google further offered: “Many germs that might be found in bird droppings 
can infect humans. Duck and goose droppings, in particular, might contain 
germs such as E.coli, Salmonella, Campylobacter, or Cyrtosporidium 
(Crypto for short)” 
 Not sure I wanted to know all this but, after validating my fisherman’s 
question, why would anyone FEED the ducks insuring that they would 
hang around in the area where they swim?   

STORM WATER RUNOFF 
The most significant issue impacting the health of Pleasant 
Lake is Storm Water Runoff from the roads & properties. 
There’s much being done to address the issue but each 
one of us can help by doing our part. 
Work has begun on the projects here on Pleasant Lake 
targeted as a part of NH State Conservation Committee 
(SCC) Moose Plate Grant. Look  for updates and results in 
future issue of the Ponderings or via Pleasant Lake eNews. 
NHLAKES has also initiated a program to mitigate storm 
water runoff that is available to everyone. For details go to 
their web site, and check out their Lake Smart Program. 

Go to our website to join the Pleasant Lake eNews. 

Ten Ducks Waiting at the Boat Launch 
For Handouts
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PLEASANT LAKE 
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 53 
DEERFIELD, NH 03037 
WWW.PLEASANTLAKENH.ORG 

PLEASANT LAKE LOONS 
by Tom Brennan 

As mentioned in the last Ponderings, we started 
off the year with a dead loon washing up in a 
cove.  It was a victim of a terriorial dispute.   

We also had a pair of loons nesting on Pleasant 
Lake again this year. The old nesting site was 
partially submerged so they built a nest a short 
distance away. High water early in the season 
appears to have destroyed the first hatch. A 
second egg was laid and the loons gave it every 
chance they could to hatch. They stayed on the 
nest until late June - all for naught. You could see 
waves hitting rocks around the nest and 
splashing onto the nest and the loon. This makes 
the second year in a row that we have had a nest 
failure. 

As summer gave way to fall, we have seen as  

many as ten loons plying for the pristine water.  It looks 
like this little slice of heaven is also a dangerous place 
that often presents some difficult challenges for those 
trying to raise a young one.

ADULT LOON TRYING TO NEST IN HIGH 
WATER AND LARGE WAVE CONDITIONS





