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Steve Viera, Manchester, 

With his Catch of  the Day

THINKING ABOUT LAKE TIME? 

Time to start putting in docks & getting out on the 
lake.  Another spring duty is to join the Pleasant 
Lake Preservation Association.   
Last year we had a lower membership than usual and 
some of  our long time members failed to rejoin.  Take a 
look - did you join last year?  If  you’ve never supported 
the PLPA, please consider joining so that we can 
continue preserving this beautiful lake.   

SEND $25 (dues haven’t changed) 
to  

PLEASANT LAKE PRESERVATION ASSOC. 
PO BOX 53 

DEERFIELD, NH 03037

FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE 
by Holly Martin 

The Lake Host Program is our first line of defense in 
protecting our beautiful lake from the infestation of 
Aquatic Invasive Species.  It is a nationally 
recognized aquatic invasive species education and 
prevention program.   Every summer, hundreds of 
Lake Hosts throughout the state are trained to inspect 
boats, trailers, and gear for hitchhiking plants and 
animals.  They also educate boaters on how important 
it is to CLEAN, DRAIN, AND DRY their gear after 
leaving one body of water and before entering 
another.   
Our final figures from last year shows a total cost of 
$9,800 to implement the Lake Host Program on 
Pleasant Lake.  We were awarded a $3,050 grant from 
the NH Lakes Association and received $2,500 each 
from the towns of Deerfield and Northwood, with the 
PLPA contributing the balance.    Our volunteers 
worked over 740 hours and, combined with our paid 
Lake Hosts, we collectively inspected 3,155 boats last 
summer.  Of the top 10 lakes that visiting boaters 
came from, all were infested with aquatic invasive 
species, so you can see how important this program is 
to prevent the infestation of aquatic invasive species 
and protect the beauty of our lake and our property 
values. 
I have already applied for this year’s Lake Host 
Program grant through the NH Lakes Association and 
expect to hear back from them later this month.  
Hopefully the COVID-19 virus and its impact on the 
state will not affect our program this summer as this 
could have devastating results.     
While I am hoping all of our volunteers will return 
this year, we are always looking for new volunteers.  
This is a great way to meet people and spend time 
outside while protecting our precious lake.  Training 
is provided and you are always welcome to come 
down to the boat launch at any time to observe what 
our Lake Hosts actually do.   Our volunteer schedule 
is flexible and requires as little as 1 – 2 hours per 
week.  Why not join us? 
I would like to thank Doug Chamberlin who has 
volunteered to help me with paperwork. 
If interested, please contact Holly Martin at 
holly.lhplpa@aol.com or call 463-7496. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
by John Duffy, President 

Hello friends, 
As much as things have changed we will attempt to maintain the 
efforts of the PLPA via email and virtual meetings.  As you will see 
throughout this edition of The Ponderings our volunteers are hard at 
work maintaining the quality of our watershed.  From our Lake 
Hosts to VLAP and Dissolved Oxygen testing to improving 
Communications and ways to connect in these physically distanced 
times we are working to maintain as much normalcy as possible. 
We also have 2 grant funded projects under way.  The first is the 
NH Conservation Commission’s Moose Plate Grant led by Onni 
Irish.  The second is a Shoreline Improvement Grant from the NH 
Department of Environmental Services led by Ann Scholtz.  You can 
learn more about these projects in this newsletter. 
The PLPA has an outstanding tradition of volunteers stepping up to 
keep the Pleasant Lake watershed a great place to live and play.  

continued on page two—

http://www.pleasantlakenh.org
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHAIR UPDATE 

by Ann Scholz 

If you haven’t seen the list of grants that the PLPA has 
applied for to help restore Pleasant Lake’s water quality, I’m 
proud to say we have a .571 batting average. This equates to 
$211,000 of grant funds since 2014.  

Our latest award was for a second Watershed Assistance 
Grant that will focus on properties near the RT107 culvert in 
the south cove. The RT107 tributary has historically been 
carrying a lot of sediment into the cove. The goal of this 
project is to retain stormwater near its source, thereby 
decreasing the volume of runoff and reducing the pollutant 
load.  

We all need to continue our best effort to decrease 
stormwater runoff from our own properties. There are several 
resources provided on our PLPA website page for ways to do 
just that.

PLEASANT PONDERINGS SPONSORSHIP 
NEEDED 

Please consider sponsoring the Ponderings 
because doing so  helps control the cost of  
this newsletter. 
  
To sponsor please send $100 to the PLPA 
along with your membership noting who you 
would like remembered or even a celebration 
of  life for your family.   

Additional memorial contributions can be 
made also, and they will be listed in the fall 
newsletter.  

Bobcat Moment
by Mike Beaudoin 

                 
  I have always been fascinated by seeing animals in their 
natural environment. Now having lived in New Hampshire 
for twelve years, I have seen some remarkable sightings of 
animals. Most of my sightings have been on hiking or 
kayaking trips with my good friends from the lake, Bob 
Blanchard and Tom Brennan. These trips have given us a 
chance to see moose, wolves, fisher cats, bald eagles, jay 
birds, and mink. We all shook our heads when we saw a 
coyote in winter, strolling down the middle of the lake on a 
beautiful sunny day.  

Bears have been sighted at the Smiglin’s home 
“Windward Farm”, and swimming in the lake near the 
western shore. Deer swimming in the lake, as well.  Always 
prepared to see animals as I am driving down 107 (almost 
hit a bear while going down the hill towards Freese’s Pond) 
as it ran in front of my car. 

Well.....I had never seen a bobcat in the wild. I thought I 
was prepared for anything 
the first week of February 
2020 heading west past 
Gulf Rd. Forty feet in front 
o f my car, a bobcat 
sauntered across the road. 
Sure, I initially thought it 
was a neighbor’s cat. I tried 
to talk myself out of the 
bobcat idea, but it WAS a 
bobcat ; un ique ears , 
u n i q u e t a i l , u n i q u e 
color, unique big size. It 
was not in a hurry, and I 
relished the moment. 
That is what I love about living on Pleasant Lake and 
traveling in Deerfield.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE continued from page one 

What I would like is for all of you to consider how you might be 
able to contribute your Time or your Talent or your Treasure.  It 
doesn’t have to be a lot of time.  We meet 4 times a year and we 
have many project teams that could use a volunteer or two to 
lighten the load.  Most of these projects can be done as YOUR 
schedule allows.   

The last 2 years we held our board meetings at the Deerfield 
Community Church, and they were open to all members so you 
could see first hand how we operate.  This year we will likely be 
doing them on-line, at least for a while.   If you would like to learn 
more about how you can get more involved, make a difference, or 
just participate as a member at our monthly meetings, please 
send me an email at johnduffy912@gmail.com.   

We will keep you posted on plans for our Annual Meeting.  Most 
likely the date will be held on July 25th at 9:00am.  Just not sure if 
it will be live or if we can arrange for something online.  Stay Safe! 

~~~~~~~~ 
This issue of the Ponderings is sponsored by -  

Harry & Andy Hotaling 
~~~~~~~~ 

In appreciation for the many contributions by PLPA volunteers 
that help to preserve the quality of our beautiful lake and an 

invitation to encourage new participants. 

mailto:johnduffy912@gmail.com
mailto:johnduffy912@gmail.com
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North District (#146- 189, #1) 
John Barna  
johnbarna44@gmail.com 

Friends of the Lake District 
Tim Mallette  
crestofthewave@outlook.com 

President 
John Duffy-(781) 258-6600) 
johnduffy912@gmail.com 

1st Vice President 
Presten Thorsen 
prestenjames@yahoo.com 

2nd Vice President 
Doug Chamberlain 
doubled@metrocast.net 

Recording Secretary 
Guy Robidoux- (603)512-6086 
guyl.robidoux@verani.com 

Corresponding 
Secretary 
Carol Smiglin - 463-1063 
smiglin1803@metrocast.net 

Treasurer 
Andrea (Andy) Hotaling- 
(518) 573-2941 
ahotaling26@gmail.com 

Chairman of Board 
Tom Brennan - 716-4119 
tfbrennan46@gmail.com 

Dam District (#2-16) 
Mike Beaudoin - 463-1025 
mbeadoin2002@yahoo.com 

Veasey District (#17-30) 
Onni Irish 
onni.irish@gmail.com 

West District (#31-47) 
John Crowley - 463-1462 
jacrowley@comcast.net  

South Cove District 
(#48-60) 
Krist Nelson - 463-3010 
kristnelson@metrocast.net 

Loon Cove District 
(#61-80) 
Jen Freitas Lynch 
jenfreitaslynch@gmail.com 

Pout Point District 
(#81-104) 
Patrick Brochu - 421-4165 
patrickbrochu44@hotmail.com 

Broad Cove District (#105-125) 

Roger Shaw - 463-7627 or  
225-2919 
rogers26@comcast.net 

Ledges District (#126-145 
Janice Poltak 
jlpoltak@comcast.net 

     
COMMUNICATIONS CHAIRMAN 
Linda Brennan - 321-1527 

1.  Pleasant Ponderings  
Linda Brennan 

lkbrennan1213@gmail.com   
2.  Email Blast 
       Tom Brennan 

     tfbrennan46@gmail.com 
3.  Webmaster 
        Onni Irish  

onni.irish@gmail.com 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHAIRMAN  
Ann Scholz 

annscholz@yahoo.com 

1.  Weed Watchers 

Elizabeth Garlo 

elizabeth.garlo @gmail.com 

2.  Gulf Road Project 
Ann Scholz & Tim Mallette 

3.  Lake Host Program 

Holly Martin - 463-7496 

holly.lhplpa@aol.com 

4.  VLAP  

Jim Creighton &  

Chuck Reese 

jcreig2584@metrocast.net 
saltbox@metrocast.net 

5.  Watershed Restoration   

Ann Scholz & Tim Mallette 

6.  Rte. 107 Project 
Patrick Brochu 

7.  Shoreline Improvement 
(Moose Plate) 

Onni Irish 

8.  Dissolved Oxygen 

Tom Brennan

SOCIAL CHAIRMAN 
Tere Bowen-Irish 463-7906 

praxiscoachtere@comcast.net  
1.  Boat Parade   
          May Erwin      

mayerwin@comcast.net 
2.  Canoe Club 

     David Sachs -(617)331-0493 
     david@dhsachs.com 

     (prefers email to phone) 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

SOMETHING YOU HOPE NOT TO SEE 
by Linda Brennan 

Just because it’s January you can’t count 
on the soundness of the ice. Winters have 
been strange around here the last few 

years, the ice cover "ain’t what it used to be”. The days of driving a pickup 
out onto the ice, cooking some burgers, and fishing from the tailgate may 
be lost forever. We all need to be aware and be cautious.  
Just as my family sat down to a Sunday brunch, I witnessed a UTV break 
through the ice and sink. Immediately I hopped up from the table to dial 
911. The driver and passenger were able to jump out of the machine and 
not go totally in the water. Fire & Rescue from Deerfield arrived quickly 
and by then there was nothing to do. The men were warming in a 
fisherman’s bob house, but the UTV was resting in about 30’ of water.  
Fish and Game was contacted to make sure that they were aware of the 
accident and that the UTV was in the lake. The conversation resulted in a 
learning experience for all of us. It turns out that Fish & Game doesn’t get 
involved unless there are people in the water. They get involved if a 
rescue is needed. After that, responsibility falls to NH DES. In this case 
DES had already been contacted and were aware of the accident. We 
asked if there was a fine involved with the event. It turns out that the 
decision to fine and the amount is up to the discretion of DES and 
depends upon how long the machine is in the water and the cooperation 
of the owner. There is no set rule.   

The owner was cooperative with DES and a diver had been called 
but at that time the ice was too unsafe to attempt retrieving the 
machine. About a week later, with the help of a diver and winch, 
the UTV was brought to the surface and taken off the lake.  
Our Sunday brunch ended with a prayer of Thanksgiving that the 
driver & his rider were safe and for the quick response by 
Deerfield’s rescue squad. We all learned something. Be cautious & 
be safe. 

Pleasant Lakers From a Few Years Ago 
Who can name the people?  Send response to tfbrennan46@gmail.com
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TO:

PLEASANT LAKE 
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 53 
DEERFIELD, NH 03037 
WWW.PLEASANTLAKENH.ORG 

How Did You Discover Pleasant Lake?  by Tere Bowen-Irish 

As I look forward to coming back to the lake this summer, I’ve been thinking about wanting to hear 
personal stories from residents or frequent visitors of what was their first encounter with our beloved 
Pleasant Lake.  When I’ve asked other residents, it is often a question that holds  wonderful and 
interesting responses. As I reflect, I also think of it as another way for us to share information and 
connect with our common bond of Pleasant Lake.  I’ll start and I hope others will follow, with 
submitting their stories to share.My dad, John A. Bowen, served in WW-2 as Marine. When he and 
his brother (Air Force) returned home safely from war, in the summer of 1945, my grandparents 
rented a log cabin on Pleasant Lake to celebrate their safe return. The cabin was on what is now 
Pond View Lane and is Janice and Dan Cote’s home. My dad, his brother and my grandpa were all avid 
fishermen. As the story went, they caught so many fish that week, every night was a fish dinner. My Dad then served in Korea after that 
and finally returned to his beloved NH to settle down around 1954. There was an empty lot right next to where his family had rented and he 
began to do some research as to who owned it. Dad found out the name and tracked this man down at his job at Concord Savings Bank. The 
man laughed and said he was planning on building a camp there and wasn’t interested in selling. To know my Dad, he was a persistent man so 
he made it his business to check in with this man every year. He always declined. The story goes, that in 1960, he went in to see this man and 
said “My daughter is turning 5 this summer and she needs a place to learn how to swim”. The man finally threw out a huge number (in 1960 
monies) to sell the lot. Dad took out a second mortgage on our house in Concord and made it work! He bought a $50 chicken coop, cleaned it 
up, added a refrigerator and a chemical toilet. We would travel from Concord every weekend for 5 summers never spending a night, building 
the camp in 1965. This is my 60th year of “swimming” at Pleasant Lake. My memories of my youth, teenage years and adult years, I hold very 
close to my heart. My husband, daughter and son also cherish their time here with their own wonderful memories. I thank my parents for 
making the sacrifices so we could spend our summers here, in fact our only vacation was at the lake. And that continues to be fine with me. 
Looking forward to hearing from you as to how you discovered this marvelous place.  Send your stories to - lkbrennan1213@gmail.com. 

Please
 send your 

$25 

membership
 to the

 PLPA!

“The Dam Road to Griffintown” by Gary Anderson has been released on youtube.com.  Check it 
out!!  Great history of  our Pleasant Lake.   https://youtu.be/NBLfBbOSeCQ   You’ll love it!! 
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