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PLEASANT PONDERINGS

A Calvados Adventure at Pleasant Lake
Many small farmers in the Normandy region of France have two related
treasures that are close to their hearts – a small apple orchard and a cellar
in which they store their own home-made Calvados, or “Calva”, as it is
affectionately called. It is an apple brandy distilled from apple cider and
although one can buy commercially-produced Calvados in liquor stores,
the farmers take pride in the unique quality of their own products.
Recently, three would-be small farmers here at Pleasant Lake decided to
try a hand at producing their own local product from the plentiful apples of
the Smiglin orchard. Here are a few pictures of their journey from last fall’s
apple harvest to the first small batch of “BS&S” (Blanchard, Sachs and
Smiglin) Calva.
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Ready or Not, Here Comes Summer!
Planning social activities for the PLPA the last couple years has been
challenging, but this year, with high hopes, we have planned two
social gatherings for members to get to know one another better, as
well as connect with a common commitment to preserving our
wonderful lake.
On Sunday, July 17, we will host an Ice Cream Social for all
members from 2-4 pm at the Knightley’s camp at 15 Brown Rd. next to the
Whippoorwill cottage. Scott Knightly says, “feel free to come by car, boat or
kayak.” Join us to enjoy Johnson’s Dairy Bar ice cream with all the fixings on a sunny, summer
afternoon. Please RSVP to Tere Bowen-Irish by July 12, by email tereirish@gmail.com
On Sunday August 7, the PLPA will host “Appetizers for Dinner Potluck” at
49 Dimes Road in Northwood NH from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. Instead of preparing a complete dinner,
we have decided to change up the tradition a bit, with the same convivial intentions. PLPA
attempted to book the historical gathering at Deerfield Town Hall, but unfortunately, it was not
available. Please RSVP by August 1, 2022, so we can prepare for the gathering. When you
RSVP, please let us know how many people will attend. Please provide an appetizer that would
serve roughly 6-8 people. On the day of, please write the ingredients on an index card to be
placed next to your offering. By doing this, those in attendance with allergies will be better
informed. PLPA will provide water, juice, soda and other non-alcoholic beverages. We look
forward to seeing you there! RSVP to tereirish@gmail.com

2022 PLPA Membership
On behalf of the PLPA Board, we thank our current members
for their support and look forward to adding more lake
residents and concerned citizens to our community. Your

Memorial Donations
The Becker family in memory of
William and Rosamond Becker
John & Barbara Barna in memory of
Cameron John Barna
Patricia Hume in memory of
James D. Hume
Jim & Sue Creighton in memory of
Bob and Mary Barden
Dave Tucker in memory of
Ann Robinson
Heather Feltmate in memory of
Haley Rae Martin
Tom & Deb Coffman in memory of
Barbara & David Coffman
William & Adrianne Bradstreet in
memory of
George & Rachel Bradstreet
David & Christine Frost in memory of
Janet Frost
Linda & Larry Piche in memory of
Ann Robinson
Jim Mary Gordon in memory of
Sid Gordon
Bradley Hutchinson in memory of
Florence Hutchinson

contributions provide the essential foundation to preserve
Pleasant Lake for the future.
If you would like to receive future editions of the Pleasant
Ponderings newsletter, please join PLPA today! Donate by
mail or online at:

pleasantlakenh.org/about/membership/
Name:_________________________________________________
Lake
Address:_______________________________________________
Mailing
Address:_______________________________________________
Email:
______________________________________________________
Phone:
______________________________________________________
Please renew or join today with a contribution of $25.00.

PLPA
PO Box 53
Deerfield NH 03037
Your donation is tax deductible.

Pleasant Lake Preservation Association
Renew Current Membership / New Membership
LAKE HOST PROGRAM Donation
MEMORIAL DONATION in Memory of _________________________________
SPONSOR an issue of the Ponderings / $100.00
Total

$25.00

4th of July Boat Parade
It’s time again for PLPA’s longstanding tradition of the
Pleasant Lake Residents 4th of July Boat Parade! This
year we have some new changes, so please read
before you set sail.

Thank You

•

to the Becker Family
for sponsoring the
Pleasant Ponderings in
memory of William and
Rosamond Becker

Ice Cream Boat

Beginning the Fourth of
July weekend, we will resume
our weekend Ice Cream Boat
runs! We generally leave our
cove around 2pm.
Looking forward to seeing
smiling faces again!
Thank you for the support!
Eilah & Oliva Crawn

•
•

•

New meeting Place: all parade boats please line up
in the South Cove for judging
Judging will be done by members of Deerfield FireRescue at 10:15am sharp on July 4th
Parade will then commence at 10:30am (or
whenever judges are done) clockwise around the
lake
Leave No Trace Please be sure any decorations
used on your boat do not end up in the lake
(examples: streamers, balloons, banners, costumes,
etc.)

Trophies will be awarded for First, Second and Third
Place as well as an award for Most Creative. The
theme will be 4th of July, but feel free to use any
theme if you are going for Most Creative!
We want to thank and acknowledge May Erwin for all her
past work on the Boat Parade. Your new parade host
volunteers are Kathy Huebner (443-553-3447) and Caitlin
Harrison (603-493-6026).

Good Citizens Leave No Trace
Beautiful displays of sparkling vibrant colors exploding in celebration of the 4th of July
are a long-standing tradition. Living on the lake, we have special challenges to “leave no
trace” as we enjoy these patriotic celebrations.
Fireworks are composed of many different elements, each contributing to the noise,
color or propellant. Unfortunately, most of these chemicals can have damaging effects
on our lake, which negatively impact the people and wildlife that live here.
Our health, the welfare of wildlife and our property values depend on keeping the lake
clean. Please avoid launching fireworks over the lake, and in case any debris does fall
in, please remove it promptly. Let’s keep Pleasant Lake pleasant for generations to
come!
By Kathy Huebner

Ernstein the Bald Eagle
A Citizen at Pleasant Lake in Need of Our Help and Protection! By Brooke English
It seems many of us have noticed and been drawn by the majestic
bald eagle that has taken up residence on Pleasant Lake. Anyone
who pauses to really watch a bald eagle is usually awed by their size,
the penetration of their gaze, the vivid yellow of their beak against
their other shades of white and dark chocolate, and the obvious
power of their hunting prowess and flight.
The eagle on Pleasant Lake seems to have been living there for some
time now, since at least this past summer, well into this winter and
hopefully, into this new season. He or she perches high in one of the
evergreen trees alongside the perimeter of the lake, scanning the
scene, on the lookout for prey or just enjoying the serenity like the rest of us. Some residents of the lake
have even spotted a second eagle, the two of them appearing to be either friends or romantic loves. One
resident of the lake has even named the two eagles, Ernstein and Esmerelda.
Some well-meaning citizens and fisherman on the lake have been spotted feeding the eagle(s). Most
likely both because they want to help the eagle score a meal and also likely because people want to draw
the eagle closer to them for photo-snapping purposes. Here are some of the reasons why feeding an
eagle can cause them serious harm:
❖ Giving an easy meal to wildlife can seem like a nice thing to do, but one consequence of this is drawing
wildlife to concentrate around this small area where they’re being fed by humans, which can result in
unnecessary fighting over the food. These fights can result in injury and exhaustion, both of which can
decrease an eagle’s chance of surviving and limit their fitness when entering their breeding season.
❖ Long-term feeding can also cause eagles to look to humans for food in general. This can be dangerous
to eagles and it can also alter how far juvenile birds disperse from their birthplace, limiting them in
damaging ways.
❖ Humans drawing eagles to areas where they are feeding them can also increase the risk of spreading
wildlife disease.
❖ Baiting eagles for a closer view or a better photograph interferes with their normal feeding behavior,
promotes habituation, and increased competition among eagles. It also encourages brazen behavior in the
birds, which can put them at significant risk.
Bald eagles are protected nationwide by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, which prohibits
activities that result in injury to an eagle or disturbance by interfering with normal feeding behavior. We
can all help protect the needs and life of the Eagles around Pleasant Lake by not feeding them.
For more information https://www.wildlife.state.nh.us

Cribbage Club
Don’t get skunked! Let’s restart an old Pleasant Pond
game night tradition. The first Cribbage Club gathering
is Monday, July 11th at my house from 6-8 pm. If you
like cribbage, or would like to learn the game, please
join! We can determine how to organize our gatherings
when we meet . Bring your board and some cards, and
I’ll provide drinks and snacks. Contact Tere Irish at:
tereirish@gmail.com or at 603-512-3399.
If you would like to start a group, share a Pleasant Lake
story, or have old lake photos to share, please let us
know at PleasantPonderings@gmail.com
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Mark your Calendar!
Annual Member
Meeting Saturday,
July 30th.
Time: 9:00am
Place: Envirovantage
49 Dimes Road
Northwood NH
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